
due to the loss of Amanda DeCoster. We ask for God’s blessings 
on Mrs. DeCoster, Martha Baldwin (former Director of Opera-
tions), and Rylee Kohls (FVL Schools/Enrollment Assistant) who 
have taken jobs outside FVL. We thank them for their faithful 
service.

• ENROLLMENT: We are blessed to begin the 2019-20 school 
year with 683 students, the largest in FVL’s history. To God be 
the glory! Enrollment is up 28 students compared to September 
2018. Our international program is serving 47 students from 
10 different countries. Wisconsin Parental Choice Program 
vouchers were accepted by 198 students, twelve more than were 
projected in the 2019-20 budget. 

• HOMECOMING 2019: Homecoming activities are com-
ing up the week of October 7-12. Dress-up days, Homecoming 
Frolic (student talent show) and a Friday afternoon Pep Rally 
are part of the week’s festivities. Homecoming football will 
pit the Foxes against conference rival Freedom. Special half-
time entertainment will include recognizing FVL’s graduat-
ing classes of 1969 (50th), 1979 (40th), 1994 (25th) and 2009 
(10th). FVL’s 2009 State Championship boys soccer team will 
be introduced at the end of the first quarter marking the 10th 
anniversary of their title. 

• FALL PLAY: FVL Theatre’s production of Cheaper by the 
Dozen is set for October 17 (7 pm), October 19 (4 pm), and 
October 20 (2 pm). Tickets are available online. 

• ATHLETICS: New head 
coach Seth Jaeger has Foxes 
football off to a 5-1 start 
after playing some of the best 
teams in conference. The 
volleyball team is 19-1 and 
undefeated in conference 
play with huge wins over 
perennial powers Lux-Casco, 
Xavier, and Little Chute. The 
boys’ soccer team is playing 
well with a 4-2-2 record. The 
girls’ tennis team is in second place in the tough Bay Confer-
ence. In cross country, Luke Donart and Anika Homan are 
leading their teams. 

• COCURRICULARS: Many students not involved in 
athletics are participating in FVL clubs and activities. New 
to that list the FVL eSports Club. National Honor Society 
will hold their Induction Ceremony in early October. The 

 
• GENERAL BOARD SUPPORTS NEW LEADER-

SHIP STRUCTURE FOR 2020-21 YEAR: When 
Principal Steve Granberg accepted a call to leave FVL last 
spring, the Board of Regents asked administrative team leaders 
Alan Nolte and Jeff Loberger to serve as interim leaders while 
an Ad Hoc Committee investigated the best options in leader-
ship models for 
FVL’s future. 
The Ad Hoc 
Committee 
shared their 
findings and 
recommenda-
tions with the 
Regents in Au-
gust. After reviewing the findings, the Regents brought a pro-
posal to the General Board in September that Principal duties 
need to be divided into two roles: Principal of Education and 
Principal of Administration. That proposal was unanimously 
approved by the General Board. In the newly adopted struc-
ture, the Principal of Administration would collaborate closely 
with the Principal of Education, but would ultimately have final 
say in decision making. The plan calls for the Principal of Ad-
ministration to be called by the Regents in the near future. The 
call for the Principal of Education would follow soon after so 
that both roles can be in place by the beginning of next school 
year. Since Principal Granberg’s position was left vacant during 
the study, this proposal redistributes duties, but does not add 
another administrative person to the staff. 

• FACULTY/STAFF: New to our faculty this year are Seth 
Jaeger (Phy Ed, Coaching), Matthew Foxen (English, Drama), 
Katelynn Dorn (Science, STEM, Dance), and Sara Emmrich 
(Special Education). Kathy Kolell has been called to teach one 
US Govern-
ment class each 
semester. Also, 
Roger Kramp 
was hired to 
serve part-time 
in the Guided 
Studies program. Changes in the Business Office include Krista 
Davis taking the role of Interim Director of Operations with 
Tammy Fick serving as the new Business Manager and Jenny 
Koch as part-time Business Office Assistant. Dawn Stiller has 
stepped in for Rachel Fowler as our Guidance Office Assistant 
because of Mrs. Fowler’s move to the Activities Office. Shayne 
Clausen has been hired as the Enrollment Office Assistant, and 
Vicki Rehberg has added responsibilities in the Media Center 

October  2019

FVL Administration to our Federation Church Partners
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Class Male Female Total   Last Year

Freshmen 85 91 176 163

Sophomores 75 97 172 176

Juniors 84 92 176 163

Seniors 81 78 159 153

Total: 325 358 683 655
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Fox Folk Marionettes will be offering 
their first ever Christmas program 
for grades 4K-Grade 3. Over 700 are 
already registered. Student Council, 
Peer Leadership Group, Choraliers, 
FBLA, and many other groups are 
already well into their schedules and 
helping to shape a positive school 
culture and getting the school year off to a great start.

• 8TH GRADE WELCOME NIGHT: Our annual 8th 
Grade Welcome Night is scheduled for Monday, October 28 
from 4-8 pm. This exciting event is for both students and par-
ents. Students will enjoy games in the gym, live DJ, inflatables, 
giant Jenga, and much more. This year we will once again offer 
a variety of 20-minute presentations for parents. The event 
is open to all 8th grade families interested in learning more 
about our teen ministry as well as for families who plan to 
enroll at FVL.

• FVL PASSPORT: The sixth year of the FVLHS Passport 
program is underway. Last month Mr. Priebe distributed over 
2,300 passports to our students in grades K-8. We have more 
passports available to share with Federation pastors to pass on 
to students in their congregations NOT currently enrolled in 
one of our FVL Schools. The FVL Passport brings families to 
our campus for a closer look at what FVL has to offer.

• STUDENT SHADOWING & FAMILY TOURS:  
Student shadowing opened on September 16. We had 165 
students participate last school year. The program is open to 
all 6th-8th grade students considering FVL as an option for 
high school. Potential high school transfer students are also 
encouraged to participate. Family tours are already taking 
place for families looking ahead to high school enrollment in 
future years. The tours are open to any family interested in 
learning more about FVL. 

• FVL NEWS APP: The free FVLHS News app is the main 
source of announcements and news for our families. It has 
been downloaded over 2,100 times and sends weekly push 
notifications to over 1,100 mobile devices. It also provides 
easy mobile access to chapel videos and other FVL content. 
You can download from the Apple App Store or Google Play, 
or use the desktop version that is linked on our home page.

• NEW WEBSITE: Work is being done to migrate over 400 
pages of information to our new website. It features login 
areas for parents, students, and alumni. The new web provider 
provides the school with expertise on ADA and privacy law 
compliance. The hope is to launch the new website in early 
2020. Funding was provided by the Bargain Garden.

• ANTI-BULLYING EFFORT: September 25 marked a day 
the FVL student body raised awareness of the dangers of bul-
lying. A special gathering and breakfast was held and STOPit 
--an app that allows students to anonymously report concerns 
or possible crimes--was introduced. 

Director of Education Update 

• NEW COURSES ADDED THIS FALL: This fall FVL 
has expanded its two newest STEM pathways: Computer Sci-
ence and Biomedical Science with the addition of classes in 
Cybersecurity and Human Body Systems. For the first time 
in school history, College Biology offers students a dual credit 
life science option. Our new welding class entitled Metal 
Sculpture combines mechanical arts skills with fine arts cre-
ativity and offers dual credit through FVTC. 

• FACULTY WITH MASTERS DEGREES: Currently 20 
of 53 FVL faculty have already earned at least one Masters or 
Masters of Divinity degree. Three more are actively enrolled in 
Masters programs. This means almost half the faculty possess 
graduate degrees.

• NATIONAL MERIT: Senior Nick 
Kempf was named a National Merit Semi-
finalist. Congratulations to Nick as he 
continues in this prestigious scholarship 
competition.

• COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES: With the addition of 
five new college credit opportunities this fall, FVL students 
now have access to over 50 college credits in more than 20 
courses. Additionally, they can earn dozens of technical col-
lege credits through our Metals and Automotive programs. 
These classes not only provide a jump start on a post-second-
ary degree, but also give students the opportunity to explore 
career pathways during their high school career.

• PLTW DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOOL: For the second year 
in a row, FVL has been named 
a Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 
Distinguished School. The award 
honors districts and schools com-
mitted to increasing student access, 
engagement, and achievement in 
their PLTW programs. FVL is one of only nine high schools in 
Wisconsin to receive the award this year.
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Building Operations Update

 2019-20 Budget News 

• CURRENT BUDGET: The budget 
approved by the General Board in Febru-
ary, 2019, predicted a $21K surplus at 
year end. A close look at the budget in 
light of the results of the 2018-19 budget 
reveals that this budget again assumed 
some overly optimistic numbers in both 
revenue and expenses. Adjusting the 
budget to reflect figures more in line with 
past actual numbers, early projections 
show a possible deficit of $44K. Work has 
already begun to reduce or eliminate this 
deficit number. Also, planning for the 
2020-21 budget will be based on figures 
that are in line with actual revenue/ex-
pense numbers.

• CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT:  
One of the largest revenue lines in the 
2019-20 budget is the $980K from our 
Federation churches. This support plays 
a vital role in keeping tuition low. Please 
pray for our individual congregations to 
be healthy and thriving. May God bless 
the efforts of our congregations to work 
to meet this budgeted number.

• HEALTH INSURANCE:  Because 
of rising costs, changes will go into 
effect in January 2020. Those on the 
school plan will pay 1.5% of premium 
costs and a spousal carve-out has been 

initiated for workers whose spouse can 
receive insurance with his/her employer. 
Additionally, the stipend for those not 
accepting FVL insurance increased from 
$2,400 for a family to $6,000 and $3,000 
for an individual. Cost savings poten-
tially could be in the tens of thousands 
of dollars.    

• 2019-20 BUDGET PLANNING:  
Work begins soon on the 2020-21 budget. 
A new method will be implemented 
bringing all department heads around a 
table for discussion. This new process will 
bring more transparency, discussion, and 
a stronger team approach to the creation 
of the budget to be proposed to the 
Finance Committee in January and ulti-
mately to the General Board in February. 
Also in discussion is the possible imple-
mentation of a sliding-scale budget to 
help the school better react to unexpected 
changes in revenue or expenses. 

• SCRIP: Sales in August were $163K; 
this number is down from last year. For 
the fiscal year, SCRIP sales are currently 
trending $8K ahead. Total SCRIP sales 
are over $38M since the program began 
in 2003.

Financial Update
 2018-19 Budget News 
• LAST BUDGET YEAR: The 

unaudited budget shows a larger than 
expected deficit for last school year. 
Factors that led to his include include 
lower than projected enrollment, 
lower than expected tuition income 
from international students, and 
needed repairs/upgrades to FVL’s ag-
ing building. Extensive work has been 
done to get accurate finalized 2018-
19 budget figures. When approved 
by the General Board in February, 
2018, it is clear that overly optimistic 
numbers were projected. The budget 
was approved with a deficit that was 
to come from the operational reserve 
fund. Currently that shortfall is pro-
jected to be $275K.

• CHURCH SUPPORT: Con-
gregational support for last year’s 
budget was $918K. Over the past five 
year’s church giving has averaged 
about $925K. The adopted budget 
had projected church offerings of 
$983K.  

• ANNUAL AUDIT:  The school’s 
financial audit will be held in late 
September. Updates will be shared 
once the audit has been completed 
and reviewed by the Finance Com-
mittee and the Board of Regents.

Building & Grounds
• OUTDOOR MASTER CAMPUS PLAN:  A plan for 

future updates has been approved by the Board of Regents. This 
plan includes updates to all the outdoor facilities. All funding 
for each phase of these projects must be in-hand before any 
construction can begin.

• SOCCER/FOOTBALL FIELDS:  All field repairs are now 
fully complete. Game fields are in full use and look great. The 
practice football field was seeded to save money. In addition, 
two full practice fields were added at the edge of the Foxtail 
Meadow Nature Conservancy. When these fields are fully grown 
and functional next fall, this will help in alleviating the stress on 
our other fields from repeated use year and year. 

• DOORS & LIGHTING REPLACED:  The exterior doors 
at both the Tower and Commons entrances have been replaced 

with new, more secure, and energy efficient ones. Also, energy 
efficient LED lighting has been installed in the Commons and 
upper hallway. The brightness is much improved, and the school 
will be saving money on its energy bill as well.

• DUGOUTS:  The softball field dugouts are in the process of 
being installed. This project was approved 18 months ago, but 
was put on hold because of the Let the Children Come building 
addition and the field repairs.

• SUMMER STORM RECOVERY:  FVL sustained ap-
proximately $25K in damage from the summer storms. School 
personnel are working with our insurance company to make 
sure those damages are repaired. 



Mission Advancement Update
• ALUMNI ALIVE HOMECOMING FUN:  At half-time 

of the Foxes’ football game on Friday, 10/11, the classes of 1969, 
1979, 1994, and 2009 along with the 2009 State Soccer Title 
Team will be honored. All alumni are invited to the festivities 
on Saturday, 10/12 from 7:30-11:30 AM. Tours, games, and fel-
lowship are planned. Also, stay tuned for some special alumni 
fun in conjunction with our January MusicFest event and an-
other event that is in its preliminary planning stages for June.

• CHURCH COUNCIL VISITS: Meetings are beginning 
now with the congregations on a calendar-year budget. Twenty 
councils are eligible for a personal visit from Mr. Loberger in 
the fall, and 23 will be scheduled in spring. Haven’t yet booked 
your time with Mr. Loberger? Please email to schedule soon!

• FVL GIVING DAY 2019: The week of September 17 pro-
vided a needed boost to meeting the Let 
the Children Come mortgage payment 
of $475K due October 31. Thanks to the 
Lord and a generous outpouring of gifts 
over $130K, we currently have $389K 
in gifts and only $86K to go. Please 
consider a gift to support our mortgage 
obligation so that we can meet our dead-
line and honor our Lord! 

• LET THE CHILDREN COME CHURCH VISITS: Mr. 
Loberger is hoping to personally visit to all Federation churches 
this year. At this time, 39 of our 43 churches have selected dates. 
Each will receive an FVL update and be thanked for their con-
tinued prayers, time, talents, treasures, and testimony. 

• FVL MUSICFEST IS JANUARY 26: Nearly 1000 visitors 
attend this celebration of student musical talent each year. This 
year’s proceeds are earmarked for a new sound shell and program 
stands for audience members entering the auditorium. Plans are 
in the making to add ten music spots to bring alumni back to 

share their musical talent. About 50-100 baskets are needed to 
auction off during the event. Watch for more details. 

• DINNER AUCTION COMING IN APRIL: The theme 
this year will be “Disco.” Dig out those old bell-bottoms and 
dancing shoes. We are always in need of auction items of all 
sizes. Donations for the night are also welcome. Proceeds 
primarily are designated for tuition assistance--this year, over 
$300K is needed to help  about 100 students.

• FVL GOLF OUTING 2020 (TBD):  The annual 2020 golf 
outing is still in the plan-
ning phase. Costs at the 
current course are rising 
which is making it more 
difficult to raise the signifi-
cant amount of money for 
its athletic programs. We 
are investigating our op-
tions before setting a date 
and time.

• INDIVIDUAL DONOR VISITS:  Mr. Loberger is working 
to meet with 125-150 donors and supporters this year. If you 
would like a visit to hear personally what is happening at FVL, 
please contact him to schedule a visit. Phone 920.560.5129 or 
email jloberger@fvlhs.org.

• THE LEGACY PROJECT/$67 
for 67: Please consider supporting 
this initiative to raise funds for the FVL 
Foundation. The goal is to grow its as-
sets by $300K annually.  The Foundation 
provides tuition assistance and continu-
ing education funds for faculty. One way 
to bring this to reality is with a Founda-
tion gift of $67 to celebrate FVL’s 67th year of ministry. 

FVL Schools Partnership
• FVL SCHOOLS PARENTS NIGHT: This year’s FVL Schools Community Parents Night fea-

tured a program entitled SCREENAGERS that explored how screen time is affecting families today. 
The FVL showing was on 9/25. A second was hosted by St. Paul Lutheran School in Green Bay on 
10/1. Community Parents are one way FVL Schools works to educate and assist parents with the 
Christian training of their children. 

• APPLETON CHRISTMAS PARADE: For the fourth consecutive year, FVL Schools will be 
one of the major promotional sponsors for the Appleton Christmas Parade. Watch for FVL Schools 
representatives on WFRV-TV5 on Tuesday, 11/26. The FVL Dance Team is hoping to be a part of 
the parade this year. We thank God for the opportunity to share the ministry of FVL Schools with 
over a half million viewers from NE Wisconsin.

FOX VALLEY
LUTHERAN HS

Giving 
Day 2019
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