
Mythology – Norse, Greek, Roman 
 - Audhumbla = a cow 
 - Alfheim = where light elves live 
 - Jotunheim = where giants live 
 - Night & Day travel across sky in chariots. Sun & Moon drive chariots. The travels never stop because 
 they are chased by wolves. 
 - Asgard = where the gods live 
 - Yggdrasil = great world tree 
 - In the beginning, there was chaos(w/o form, void) 
 - Light & Day came from love. 
 - Then Gaea (Earth) appeared. 
 - Ether = heavenly light 
 - Cronos is a titan. He ambushes Uranus and becomes ruler of the universe. 
 - The blood of Uranus becomes the Giants, Nymphs, Furies, and Aphrodite. 
 - Zeus lived on Crete. 
 - Creation: Prometheus shaped man out of mud. Athena breathed life into the clay figure. Man was also 
 given the gift of being able to stand upright and the ability to use fire. 
 - Pandora (first woman): Hepaestus created a mortal stunning beauty.  She got mortal gifts from gods, but a 
 deceptive heart and lying tongue. 
 - How Prometheus escaped dreadful punishment: Chiron agreed to die for him, and Hercules killed the 
 eagle and freed him. 
 - gods live in Olympus 
  
Everyday Expressions From Shakespeare/KJV Version of Genesis 1 
 *Formative – world was w/o form; Shakespeare and KJ were formative of Modern English 
  - inflection (-eth) 
  - archaic past tense (old and currently unused) 
  - no slang 
  - parallelism 
 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
By: Lewis Carroll 
 -Charles Lutwidge Dodgson 
 - few authors studied as much as him 
 - double life: separate writer from math professor 
 - fan mail unanswered 
 - man or monster? 
 - traditional 
  -math prof, church leader, friend of kids, storyteller, photographer (kids in provocative poses, no  
  evidence of wrong-doing) 
 - modern phych version 
  - split personality, narcissicist (loner, self-focused), sexually abused, sexual issues w/ young girls 
*nonsense humor – mocking upper class society in Britain 
 - tea time: routine 
 - Queen Victoria who was well liked 
- Alice was only character in touch w/ reality 
- Jabberwocky = tribute 
 -Alice represents readers in that it’s hard for her to understand the meaning 
- characters at tea party: Mad Hatter, Dormouse, March Hare, Alice 
- Hatter has trouble with a watch which tells date not time; it got butter on it 
- Alice walks off in disgust 
- Dormouse is constantly falling asleep 
- treacle = molasses 
- Victorian Caricatures (late 1800’s) 
 *a snapshot emphasizing obvious characteristics 



 - Alice 
  - narrator, child, gauge of normalcy, interested bystander, victim 
 - Cheshire Cat 
  - Victorian focus on externals and internal hypocrisy (heart of darkness) 
 - Mad Hatter 
  -Victorian focus on manners and dress/social order 
 - Queen of Hearts 
  - not Queen Victoria/Elizabeth, bloody history of royal family, bloody Mary?, “Off with their  
  heads!” = Elizabethan Age 
 - White Rabbit 
  - British obsession with time and schedules, NOTE: Big Ben emphasizes this 
 - Smoking Caterpillar 
  - recreational/ medicinal use of drugs in Victorian England, cocaine and opium were commonly  
  used and abused, even the Queen indulged 
 - White Knight 
  - Lewis Carroll himself, a bumbling but well-meaning character 
 
The Ugly Duckling 
By: A. A. Milne 
-  Brit Lit Motif 
 - satire of aristocratic class 
 - class system comes from feudalism/chivalry 
 - trading places w/ royalty (Prince & the pauper) 
- Godmother Great-Aunt Malkin protected the princess  appearance vs. reality 
- Adult Lit 
 - execution, Shakespeare quotes, topic of marriage, satire, irony 
 
Winnie the Pooh (1921) 
By: A. A. Milne 

- teacher: H.G. Wells 
- 1st lit writings published in Punch (famous mag) 
- married Dorothy (Daphne) de Selincourt who created the story 
- one son: Christopher Robin who hated Winnie the Pooh, got stuffed animal as a present, grew apart 
from father 
- didn’t want to be remembered for his work 
- took his son to London Zoo (Winnipeg the black bear) 
*pooh- unimportant fluff 
- 100 Acre Wood = backyard 
- never read to son 
- wrote plays 
- Cotchford Farm 
- wife sold film rights to Disney (but not toys, books, etc.) 

 
Peter Pan 
By: J. M. Barrie 
 - Scottish 
 - never wanted to grow up 
 - 9th of 10 kids 
 - poor 
 - mother (Margaret Ogilvie) made him famous 
 - brother David died in skating accident; J.M. dressed in his clothes to comfort his mom 
 *psychogenic dwarfism – make yourself short psychologically 
 - theater and acting (acted as brother) 
 - U of Edinburgh 
 - journalist/freelance writer (not for a company) 



 - played games w/ kids 
 - married and divorced actress Mary Ansell (she had affair) 
 - Nana = “Porthos” a wedding present for her; great relationship b/t Barrie and dog 
 - mom died 
 - met Llewelyn Davies Boys in Kensington Gardens 
  -play dates, father died, mother died of cancer, he became legal guardian 
 - Peter Pan: both plays and novels 
 * rector – church official 
- common themes: children are innocent, feminine instinct for motherhood 
- “All children, except one, grow up.” 
*suspended disbelief – wait until end of story to make judgments 
 
The Wizard of Oz 
By: L. Frank Baum 
 -  failed at everything 
 - wanted to eliminate horrible fairytales 
 - mother-in-law made him famous 
 - characters were real to him 
 - wrote sequels 
 - married Maud Gage 
 - died of a stroke 
- Kansas = gray 
- house caught in eye of cyclone 
- Toto caught by wind 
- Munchkin woman held a chalkboard on her nose, counted to 3, and told Dorothy to go to the City of Emeralds 
- Wicked Witch of the East: silver shoes 
 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
By: Robert Browning 
 - husband of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, the great sonnet writer 
 - used dramatic monologue: one person speaks emotionally 
 - “The Last Duchess” is often anthologized  
 - from Pippa Passes: “God is his heaven… all is right with the world.” 
 - Poetic narrative of the famous folk tale circa 1284 A.D. about the disappearance of the children of 
 Hamelin.  This city is in Germany on the banks of the Weser River. 
 - Possible explanations for the children’s disappearance 
  a) died from plague 
  b) true story (Pied Piper) 
  c) Children’s Crusade 
  d) serial killer 
  e) fiction 
*pied – multicolored coat (red/yellow) 
*piper – plays flute 
- moral: pay what you owe/ keep your promise 
 
Gulliver with the Lilliputians 
By: Jonathan Swift 
 - associated with Ireland 
 - greatest English Prose Satirist 
 - purpose: to mend the world 
 - wrote for Tattler 
 - a pastor 
 - Dean of St. Patrick 
 *misanthrope: man-hater, harsh on sin 
 - hated man as a whole, but loved individual 



 - wrote A Modest Proposal in which babies are sold for food; it makes fun of England; popular with the 
 Irish 
    
*satire – pointed humor that is meant to correct (refers to English government) 
- main character: Lemuel Gulliver – a ship’s physician 
- Gulliver is also known as the Man Mountain 
- Gulliver’s friend is Reldresal 
- Gulliver’s enemy is Skyresh Bolgolam 
- Lilliputians find Gulliver’s hat on the shore 
- the enemies of the Lilliputians are from the Island of Blefuscu 
- French and Lilliputians are fighting over which part of the egg is to be eaten first (Big Enders vs. Little Enders) 
* instrument – contract to free Gulliver 
 - humorous because Gulliver could destroy the Lilliputians anytime 
 - ironic because the Lilliputians are setting him free but still restricting him 
 - Swift is mocking the British who make up stupid rules but have no power 
- lands Gulliver visited: 
 Lilliput – people 6” tall 
 Brobdingnag – 60’tall giants 
 Laputa – flying island inhabited by wise men 
 Houyhnhnm-land – horselike Houyhnhnms and Yahoos 
-  Yahoos: uncivilized barbarians, detestable men 
 


